In G-d We Trust? Hope and Fear in Psalm 27

Shayna Goldberg
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Trust or Fear:
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9. “And From There You Shall Seek” Rav Yosef Dov So  loveitchik

It is related that, prior to his discovery of the ontological proof of G-d’'s existence, one of the great non-
Jewish philosophers, Anselm of Caterbury, fasted for three consecutive days, praying and beseeching his
creator to enlighten him with a valid proof of His existence. Kierkegaard ridiculed him, saying, “You fool,
does a baby in his father's arms need proofs or signs that the father exists? Does a person who feels the
need to pray to G-d require a philosophical demonstration?’ In a whispered prayer to Him, man finds G-d.

10. Leaves of Faith “The Source of Faith is Faith |  tself” Rav Aharon Lichtenstein

Faith has been persistently reinforced by Jewish History. And this, in two respects. First, | have
envisioned Providence as revealed and refracted through the uniqueness of Jewish history, in the spirit of
the response Hazal ascribe to the Anshei Knesset Ha-gedolah: “These are His awesome effects, for were
it not for awe of G-d, how could one nation survive among the nations?”... (Yoma 69b) Secondly, Jewish
history has served as a corpus with which to some extent, even through which-to identify, and on which
behalf to continue.




The greatest source of faith, however, has been the Ribbono Shel Olam Himself. At the level of rational
demonstration, this is, of course, patently circular...Existentially, however, nothing has been more
authentic than the encounter with Avinu Malkeinu, the source and ground of all being. Nothing more
sustaining, nothing more strengthening, nothing vivifying.

The encounter, of course has been varied. In part it has been channeled-primarily through talmud Torah,
but also through tefillah and the performance of mitzvot; or if you will, by the halakhic regimen in its
totality. In part, it has been random-moments of illumination while getting on a crowded bus or watching
children play in a park at twilight. Obviously, it has also been greatly varied in intensity. In its totality,
however, whatever the form and content, it has been the ultimate basis of spiritual life.

The Connection to the Yamim Noraim:
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12. Mah Dodech m’ Dod: Bechinat Rosh Hashana v'Yom  Hakipurim R’ Y"D Soloveitchik
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Sukkot: A Time of Mutual Commitment

2"y X' d1o .13
10 TYYN 'Y MAT LI TIAD Y - TRAY D DIK 'MAYIN NIDOoA D 0 K+ RNT
.DNY7 1YY wnn NIDIo MNIX XA'Y

an:a X |fann 14

,OU9N T 7V 127w (1210 KINL MW IR, TIAD Ay - 7RW 1 DR 'MAWIN Do D (an)
ITID "2V DNIX PYW X'79107 DNNY NWY YUK 71Ta0 N 'wyn 72 IR DN Ty DiY D
DN'7Y |AN7 NIDO 'TIAD MY DN7 'N'YYY ,...Nd10D

-an:1d X' 0"awn 15
wnn n2I0 NJI0 NX0NA DINIRD NAT 10IY9 - ['1A1] D'NNIT YT [yn? (an)







